
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 24,791,870 24,791,870 24,791,870

DEN large 2011 25,647,176 25,647,176 25,647,176

DEN large 2012 25,680,616 25,680,616 25,680,616

DEN large 2013 25,479,156 25,479,156 25,479,156

DEN large 2014 25,980,000 25,980,000 25,980,000

DEN large 2015 25,907,124 25,907,124 25,907,124

DEN large 2016 27,823,360 27,823,360 27,823,360

DEN large 2017 29,584,074 29,584,074 29,584,074

DEN large 2018 30,858,040 30,858,040 30,858,040

DEN large 2019e 33,135,788 33,833,780 32,629,520

DEN large 2020 35,923,728 38,008,112 33,839,876

DEN large 2021 36,841,992 38,853,560 33,999,928

DEN large 2022 37,759,468 40,593,248 34,299,792

DEN large 2023 38,669,208 42,428,980 34,589,312

DEN large 2024 39,572,104 43,363,588 34,895,320

DEN large 2025 40,485,992 44,895,760 35,261,248

DEN large 2026 41,418,284 46,482,788 35,660,600

DEN large 2027 42,373,940 48,166,100 36,058,640

DEN large 2028 43,364,976 49,899,496 36,472,428

DEN large 2029 44,382,708 51,903,168 36,889,288

DEN large 2030 45,432,528 53,937,716 37,301,040

DEN large 2031 46,518,136 55,889,148 37,692,568

DEN large 2032 47,637,508 57,799,484 38,105,236

DEN large 2033 48,781,320 59,739,156 38,522,468

DEN large 2034 49,945,008 61,675,540 38,901,676

DEN large 2035 51,131,728 63,575,992 39,237,584

DEN large 2036 52,346,312 65,366,092 39,538,320

DEN large 2037 53,576,360 67,218,880 39,818,288

DEN large 2038 54,821,040 69,128,984 40,092,688

DEN large 2039 56,082,844 71,042,968 40,370,992

DEN large 2040 57,366,840 72,999,776 40,653,228

DEN large 2041 58,669,704 74,804,968 40,930,740

DEN large 2042 59,992,940 76,533,400 41,201,764

DEN large 2043 61,338,496 78,279,536 41,471,320

DEN large 2044 62,710,392 79,984,824 41,743,096

DEN large 2045 64,113,968 81,660,288 42,005,900
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DEN large 2010 626,425 626,425 626,425

DEN large 2011 641,923 641,923 641,923

DEN large 2012 618,380 618,380 618,380

DEN large 2013 593,442 593,442 593,442

DEN large 2014 578,950 578,950 578,950

DEN large 2015 550,724 550,724 550,724

DEN large 2016 566,035 566,035 566,035

DEN large 2017 584,240 584,240 584,240

DEN large 2018 594,522 594,522 594,522

DEN large 2019 629,315 629,315 629,315

DEN large 2020 675,353 689,991 664,531

DEN large 2021 675,828 715,338 636,526

DEN large 2022 664,743 701,698 613,313

DEN large 2023 645,503 694,245 586,579

DEN large 2024 651,056 714,244 582,927

DEN large 2025 665,102 728,747 587,434

DEN large 2026 679,462 753,017 593,097

DEN large 2027 694,201 778,230 599,412

DEN large 2028 709,511 805,205 605,819

DEN large 2029 725,219 832,742 612,305

DEN large 2030 741,428 864,673 618,919

DEN large 2031 758,187 897,182 625,331

DEN large 2032 775,441 928,038 631,360

DEN large 2033 793,037 957,950 637,645

DEN large 2034 810,905 988,202 643,957

DEN large 2035 829,108 1,018,435 649,666

DEN large 2036 847,730 1,048,148 654,665

DEN large 2037 866,555 1,075,763 658,948

DEN large 2038 885,571 1,104,318 662,880

DEN large 2039 904,824 1,133,801 666,766

DEN large 2040 924,423 1,163,444 670,809

DEN large 2041 944,296 1,193,649 674,857

DEN large 2042 964,471 1,221,446 678,856

DEN large 2043 984,977 1,248,017 682,760

DEN large 2044 1,005,875 1,274,942 686,685

DEN large 2045 1,027,257 1,301,301 690,687
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